bibliography alone is of great value and so well related to the text that the information is readily accessible. The combination of text numbers and alphabetical arrangement of the references is particularly convenient.
As in others of this series the printing and layout of the book are particularly clear and pleasant to read. We must then be indebted to the author, the general editor of the series Dr J A Fraser Roberts, and the publishers that the first book on this subject is of such excellence.
ALAN C STEVENSON
World Review of Nutrition and Dietetics Volume 7 edited by Geoffrey H Bourne ppviii+255 £7 London: Pitman Medical 1967 Basel: S Karger The volume is valuable for two reviews dealing with teeth. Neither is very readable, but both are admirable catalogues of information and make up more than half the book. The bibliography on nutrition and caries runs to 13 pages. The chapter on fluoride provides the ammunition required by anyone who has to do battle either in committee or on a public platform with emotional anti-fluoridators. It is a well reasoned statement of the role of fluoride deficiency in the wtiology of caries. Lighter and more readable chapters deal with nutrition in Tanzania and the digestion of lipids by ruminants. The brief chapter on relationships between protein and calories could only be understood by experts, who would probably disagree with much of it. The chapter on the world food situation is a wordy digest of FAO's Third World Food Survey. Finally in the chapter on economic implications of food aid, it is distressing to find that a senior administrator in the Econ- This small book is a beautiful account of 64 thymic tumours (44 personally observed). It is remarkable that none were lost sight of in the follow-up. Because of the method of selection, there was twice the usual 15% incidence of tumours in myasthenia gravis and this broadens the basis of the important conclusion that the risk of death from malignancy of a thymic tumour in myasthenia gravis is 1 in 100 but that if there is a known tumour it is 1 in 15. Tumours were unusual in the younger myasthenics but common in those over40. Perhaps the high success rate of diagnostic radiology (43 out of 44) could have been made perfect by thymic venography. J G Greenfield used to say that the thymus was always abnormal in myasthenia gravis even if not tumorous and there was a spate of thymectomies in his day. Even then there were doubts of their efficacy, which are now supported by the conclusion that as probably no benefit follows removal of thymic tumours, they should all be treated by X-rays which help against the tumour but do not improve myasthenia.
There is a fascinating short section on the nature of the relationship between thymic tumours and myasthenia gravis but the book is mainly a factual study recording what is really a judicial inquiry and is a model of what such a monograph should be. Bacteriology', and its purpose is to aid bacteriologists in the many questions that arise in bacteriological nomenclature.
It is primarily a collection from published work of all the scientific names that have been proposed for bacteria, whether now accepted or not. It consists of three parts. An introduction gives instruction in the use of the Index. The Index proper lists, with considerable relevant details,
